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‘M.A.S.H. vet stars in

Lorella Swil says
she finds fulfillment
portraying Eleanor
Roosevell in a
one-woman show.

By JACKIE MOE
STAFF WRITER

Loretta Swit’s current
stage role differs greatly
from her “Hot Lips” Houli-
han days from the TV se-
ries “M.A.S.H”

The double Emmy
Award-winning actress has
taken on an intimate por-
trayal  of
former first
lady Elea-
nor Roose-
velt in one-
woman
play “Elea-
nor Roose-
velt, Her
Secret
Journey,” at the Laguna
Playhouse through Sunday.

Swit said the role as the
American politician and
wife to President Franklin
Roosevelt has been one of
her most fulfilling under-
takings as an actress.

“I admire this woman to
no end and the more re-
search I do on her, I'm flab-
bergasted at what she ac-
complished before femi-
nism was even coined as a
word,” said Swit. “She was a
visionary, so ahead of her
time and such a remarka-
ble partner for one of our
beloved presidents, but she
really exemplified the pow-
er behind the throne.”

Watching videos of Elea-
nor Roosevelt on YouTube
and the History Channel,
and even meeting and
chatting with one of Roose-
velt’s granddaughters, has
helped Swit strengthen her
portrayal.

“Her granddaughter
came to see me in Chicago,
and I was able to sit and
talk to her about bits and
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Loretta Swit says she is humbled to portray the former first lady in “Eleanor Roosevelt, Her Secret Journey.” “I’'m
flabbergasted at what she accomplished before feminism was even coined as a word,” the actress says.

pieces I couldn’t find any-
where. For instance, Fran-
klin called her by the nick-
name Babs, which was con-
firmed by her grand-
daughter. I couldn’t find
any evidence of this any-
where except the book the
play was based off of, so
this confirmation from her
family makes the show
even more authentic.”

She also observed Elea-
nor Roosevelt’s fun side on
a taping of a 1953 guest ap-
pearance on the television

show “What’s My Line?”

“The audience was so ex-
cited to see Eleanor on the
show, and she was having a
ball on there, disguising
her distinct voice and hav-
ing fun with the contes-
tants. It really shed light on
the human behind this
icon,” Swit said.

Written by Rhoda Ler-
man, who wrote the 1979
historic novel “Eleanor,”

the play is set in 1945, after
Franklin Roosevelt’s death,
and opens with President
Harry Truman asking Elea-
nor Roosevelt to partici-
pate in the peace talks in
Paris and head the Ameri-
can delegation to the Unit-
ed Nations.

She initially declines the
offer, explaining that her
days of being in the public
eye are over. This launches

a review of memories of
when she was a young, un-
sure girl, to meeting and
learning about liberty and
politics from a female men-
tor, to her love and hear-
taches with Franklin Roo-
sevelt, to her ambitions as a
politician and ambassador.

Acknowledging this op-
portunity as a major step
for women, she takes her
time to make the decision

Laguna operation

‘Eleanor Roosevelt,
Her Secret Journey’

Where: Laguna Play-
house, 606 Laguna
Canyon Road, Laguna
Beach

When: 7:30 tonight,
2 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday

How much: $60-$70
Call: 949-497-2787
Online: laguna
playhouse.com

that ultimately landed her
a world platform. Swit said
that although she has
spent several years learn-
ing about and researching
Eleanor Roosevelt, she
feels she can never become
bored of the role.

“It’s such a challenge to
bring this person to life
and fill in all the nooks and
crannies, but everything
I've found has been fasci-
nating and inspiring,” Swit
said.

The play’s setting is Elea-
nor Roosevelt’s living room
at Val-Kill in Hyde Park,
NY. The simple set and sto-
ry rely on her phone con-
versations and oral recol-
lections of her life, with on-
ly one act and no intermis-
sion.

Swit said the play comes
to Laguna at a perfect time,
given the current political
atmosphere.

“It’s been a joy to present
her spirit,” she said. “Every-
thing I've found about her
is joyful and with the polit-
ical election at bay, it would
be very valuable for young
people to see the produc-
tion and learn more about
someone who represents
all of the good American
values.”

CONTACT THE WRITER:
jmoe@ocregister.com
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‘A LOVING
TRIBUTE

TO ONE OF THE
GREATEST ROCK GROUPS

THE INTELLIGENT AND FREQUENTLY
HILARIOUS REMINISCENCES BY
IGGY POP MAKE FOR A
TERRIFIC CHRONICLE OF THIS
WILDLY INFLUENTIAL BAND?

_ Dennis Dermody, PAPER

OCritics'Pick
“PLENTY ENTERTAINING AND
INCLUDES MANY MOMENTS
OF FOAMING-AT-THE-MOUTH
MUSICAL FURY”

- Stephen Holden, Ehe New Hork Eimes

“GIMME DANGER'
LETS THE STOOGES

LIVE AND DREATHE FOREVER.
TOLD WITH THUNDEROUS APLOMBD
SO IT CAN STAND AS A TESTAMENT

FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.
- Adam Graham, The Detroit News

A FILM BY

JIM JARMUSCH

THE STORY OF
L&

STARTS TODAY

COSTA MESA
Regency South Coast Village
(714) 557-5701
Daily: 11:30 © 2:00 © 4:30 * 7:15 * 9:40

THE ORIGINAL REPIPE SPECIALISTS

) ﬁOften in just one day and for
COPPER  half the price of what a regular
plumber might charge.

FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE

Professional repiping at an affordable price,

many times for %2 of what a regular plumber would charge.

Legitimacy, longevity and experience as

THE REPIPE SPECIALISTS—20+ years in
business and over 30,000 repipes completed.
There are no problems or situations in repiping a home

With our
One Stop Repipe™
process we can also
patch and texture
your walls so you
don’t have to.

we haven't already solved many times before.

Home of the One Stop Repipe®"

EPIPE .

specialists

Inc.
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CA Lic #648251 o NV Lic #68481 o OR Lic #191784 o WA Lic #REPIPSW927)2 e IL Lic #TGC016103

Call now for your
FREE IN-HOME estimate

(949)
234-8251

*Applies to whole house repipe only.
Expires 11/30/16.

“A MASTERPIECE!”

THE NEW YORK OBSERVER

“MAGNIFICENT! tHis IS A FILM THAT
WILL INSPIRE AUDIENCES EVERYWHERE.”
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BASED ON THE INCREDIBLE TRUE STORY

ONE OF THE GREATEST HEROES
IN AMERICAN HISTORY NEVER FIRED A BULLET.
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ALISO VIEJO
Edwards Aliso Viejo
Stadium 20 & IMAX
(844) 462-7342 #116
ANAHEIM

BUENA PARK
Krikorian’s
Metroplex 18

(714) 826-SHOW
CORONA DEL MAR
Port Newort Theater
(949) 723-6333
amctheatres.com COSTA MESA
ANAHEIM HILLS Edwards

Cinema City Theatres Metro Pointe 12
(714) 970-6700 (844) 462-7342 #128 (800) CINEMARK
ANAHEIM HILLS COSTA MESA IRVINE

Starlight Triangle Edwards Irvine
Square Cinemas
(949) 650-4300 (844) 462-7342 #140
FOOTHILL RANCH IRVINI

Regal Foothill Towne
Center Stadium 22
(844) 462-7342 #135

FULLERTON

AMC Fullerton 20
amctheatres.com
GARDEN GROVE
Regal Garden Grove
Stadium 16

(844) 462-7342 #137

AMC at Downtown
Disney® 12

Cinemark Century

Edwards

Anaheim Hills 14
(844) 462-7342 #117
BREA

Edwards Brea
Stadium West 10

tadium
(844) 462-7342 #120 (844) 462-7342 #141

STARTS TODAY

HUNTINGTON BEACH
Huntington Beach & XD Kaleidoscope

Spectrum 21 IMAX & RPX Island Cinema

E
Edwards Market Place

LAGUNA NIGUEL
Cinépolis Luxury AMC Orange 30

Cinemas Laguna Niguel ~ amctheatres.com

(949) 373-7900 ORANGE

LA HABRA Century Stadium 25 & XD
Regal La Habra Stadium 16 (800) CINEMARK

(844) 462-7342 #145 RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA
MISSION VIEJO Cinépolis Luxury Cinemas
Edwards Rancho Santa Margarita
(949) 835-1888

SAN CLEMENTE

Krikorian San Clemente
Cinema 6 (949) 661-SHOW
TUSTIN

ORANGE

Stadium 10

(844) 462-7342 #149
NEWPORT BEACH
(844) 462-7342 #151 AMC Tustin 14 at The District
NEWPORT BEACH amctheatres.com

Regency Lido WESTMINSTER

Regency Westminster 10

heatre
(949) 673-8350 (714) 893-4222

‘A HEARTWARMING FILM FULL OF LAUGH
OUT LOUD FUNNY MOMENTS’

Judith Raymer, FLICK DIRECT

thepicklerecipe.com

STARTS TODAY

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT IRVINE
Edwards Westpark 8
(844) 462-7342 #144 NO PASSES ACCEPTED

CHECK DIRECTORIES
FOR SHOWTIMES
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Sponsored By:
Your Name and Text Here

| REGISTER |

&) Give your heart to a pet in need!

Pet Adoption Section. Publishing Monday, November 28, 2016

For only $20 you can Sponsor a photo of a pet in a local shelter.
The photo will appear in our next Pet Adoption section. The goal
of sponsoring is to find all sponsored pets a loving home.
Return this ticket with your check to:

Orange County Register, Attn: Mabel, 2nd Floor
625 N. Grand Ave. Santa Ana, CA 92701

Deadline: Friday, November 18, 2016 ¢ $20 per pet sponsorship
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Name: Phone:
Address: Number of Sponsorships:
City: Total Amount:
State/Zip: Sponsored By:
. For more information call 714-796-6723 or email mgarcia@ocregister.com P
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